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The engineer and inventor Karl Schlecht, who pioneered the 
technology for concrete pumps, has not only built up a global 
company but is also at the same time a major force in 
promoting the thought of Erich Fromm. It is to him and to the 
Karl Schlecht Non-Profit Foundation (KSG), which he 
founded, that the International Erich Fromm Society owes 
thanks for their many acts of generosity, with which we wish 
to make you acquainted here: 

• Since 2012 the KSG has financed a project for digitalizing 
the contents and inventory lists of the Erich Fromm Archive. This project continued in 2013 and is 
still going on at the present time. It is expected that the project will be concluded in the year 2014. 
This digitalization will ensure online availability of the Erich Fromm Archive as a basis for future 
research on Erich Fromm's ideas. 

• Since the summer of 2013, the KSG has promoted the reception of Erich Fromm's ideas at the 
International Psychoanalytic University (IPU) in Berlin. Thanks to funds provided by the 
foundation, Rainer Funk has been able to take over two lectureships, thus firmly ensuring the 
position of Erich Fromm's thought in the University's Bachelor's and Master's Degree programmes. 
Starting in 2015, the KSG will also take over the financing of an Erich Fromm endowed 
professorship at the IPU's Department of "Work and Organisational Psychology" for five years, 
thus ensuring in the training modules the mediation of Erich Fromm's contributions to social 
psychology and ethics on the free market and in organizations. 

• A first International Erich Fromm Research Conference, with funding from the Karl Schlecht 
Foundation, will take place from 26-28 June 2014 at the IPU in Berlin. 16 speakers and 24 
observers from all over the world have agreed to come to this conference, which will be held in the 
English language. The Conference will open on 26 June with an address by Michael Maccoby, who 
worked with Erich Fromm for many years; the address will be open to the public. 

• Regarding the future of the Erich Fromm Archive, 
which has been owned by Rainer Funk and stored 
in his own home up to now, Rainer Funk and Karl 
Schlecht have found a solution which will make it 
possible to access and use the library of Erich 
Fromm, along with other resources from his estate, 
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on a long-term basis. As the two have announced, 
the Erich Fromm Archive will move in mid-2014 to 
the Erich Fromm Institute of Tübingen (EFIT) at 
Hintere Grabenstr. 26, on the periphery of 
Tübingen's Old City. This Fromm Institute, with a 
floor space of about 100 square meters, will be 
open to the public and will be available to all 
interested persons and researchers as a worldwide, one-of-a-kind Fromm research centre. 

• In order to ensure this long-term accessibility, the Fromm Institute will include a part-time position, 
funded by a Fromm research stipendium, for a person who will be present during opening hours. 
The Erich Fromm Institute of Tübingen contains not only the library, research materials from the 
Erich Fromm Estate, and secondary literature,  but also the documents of the International Erich 
Fromm Society, including its publications. In addition to work stations with WLAN and internet 
access, a large seminar room for the Fromm Society's work group meetings has also been 
provided (up to approx. 20 persons).In order to ensure a financial basis for the Erich Fromm 
Institute of Tübingen and its activities, Karl Schlecht (i.e. the non-profit Karl Schlecht Foundation, 
KSG) and Rainer Funk have joined forces to establish an Erich Fromm Foundation (EFS). The 
KSG will make the rooms of the Erich Fromm Institute available for use at no cost, while Rainer 
Funk will make the contents of the Erich Fromm Archive available for use at no cost. The KSG has 
also contributed the lion's share of the Foundation's endowment capital, totalling 100,000 Euros, to 
the Foundation and has agreed in writing – over and above providing the above-mentioned 
research stipendium – to provide an annual subsidy for the maintenance costs of the Institute and 
its activities. 

Additional grants from the Fromm Society or its members are also possible as a means of increasing 
the endowment capital. In view of current low interest earnings on capital, however, donations for the 
projects of the Erich Fromm Institute of Tübingen are preferred. Donation certificates are available for 
both forms of contribution. 

(Translation: Thomas Rice) 
 

 
 

Extract from Newsletter sent out to the German members of the Erich Fromm Community dated 
July 2014 s. unten….. 
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